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NEW TAXA IN THE GENUS ERICA 
H. A. BAKER 


ABSTRACT 


Five new species and one new variety of Erica are described. 


UITTREKSEL 


NUWE TAXSA IN DIE GESLAG ERICA. 
Vyf nuwe Erica soorte en een nuwe variëteit word beskryf. 


INTRODUCTION 

Material of several species of Erica was submitted to the author for determi- 
nation during the past year. This included five apparently undescribed species 
which are now enumerated here. 
Erica obconica H. A. Baker, sp. nov. (Ericaceae—Ericoideae) Melastemon. 

Frutex erectus, validus, circa 1 m altus. Rami numerosi, tomentosi pilis 
variablis aliquot longioribus et compositis. Folia 3-nata, 6-9 mm longa cum 
petiolis ciliatis, effusa vel squarrosa, primo imbricata, lanceolata vel late 
lanceolata, plus minusve plana, dilute sulcata, glabra, ad marginem scariosa, 
mucronata. Flores terminales, umbellati, circa 6-nati, corollini; pedunculi 1,2 
cm longi, ut in ramis tomentosi; bracteae, 2 subapproximatae, 2,5 mm longae, 
lineares, acutae, aliter velut in sepalis, | remota, circa 3 mm longa, variablis, 
interdum linearis, interdum spathulata parte supera foliacea. Sepala circa 3 
mm longa, anguste ovata, concava, imbricata, carinata et ad apices sulcata, 
scariosa, glabra, margine sparsum dentatum et setis caducis, mucronata, 
rosea pillida. Corolla 5 mm longa, late obconica, sicca, glabra, varie rosea; 
lobi continui, 2,5 mm longi, rotundati, subobtusi. Filamenta late linearia 
aliquantum decressens; antherae inclusae sed manifestae, 2 mm longae, 
laterales, anguste ellipticae, muticae, scaberulae, super porum parce productae, 
castaneae; poro fere pars 3/8 lobi. Ovarium ovoideum, glabrum; stylo exserto; 
stigmate cyathiformi. 

Erect sturdy shrub to 1 m or so. Branches tomentose with mixed hairs some 
of which are compound and longer than the average, numerous. Leaves 3— 
nate, 6-9 mm long inclusive of the ciliate petiole, erect-spreading to squarrose, 
imbricate at first, variable in shape from narrow lanceolate to broad lanceolate, 
more or less flat, faintly sulcate, glabrous, scarious-edged and mucronate. 
Flowers terminal in umbels of about 6, corolline; peduncles 1,2 cm long, 
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tomentose as the branches; bracts, 2 subapproximate, 2,5 mm long, linear, 
acute, otherwise like the sepals, 1 remote, about 3 mm long, variable in shape, 
sometimes similar to the upper two, sometimes spathulate and foliaceous in 
the upper part. Sepals about 3 mm long, narrowly ovate, concave, imbricate, 
keeled and sulcate towards the apex, scarious, glabrous, on the margins sparsely 
toothed with caducous setae, pale pink. Corolla 5 mm long, wide obconic, dry, 
glabrous rose-pink of various shades; lobes continuous, 25 mm long, rounded 
and subobtuse. Filaments broad-linear tapering slightly to the apex; anthers 
included but manifest, 2 mm long, lateral, narrow-elliptic, scarcely produced 
above the pore, scaberulous, muticous, bright chestnut-brown as in the ovary; 
pore about 3/8 of the cell in length. Ovary ovoid, glabrous; style exserted; 
stigma cyathiform. 


Type: CAPE—3321 (Ladismith); Langeberg, West of Garcia’s Pass; Mozambique Kop 
(-CC) on steep Southerly slopes and cliffs, alt. 1280 m. 29/10/1967 Esterhuysen 31780 (Holo- 
type, BOL). 


This species is placed in the Section Melastemon with some reserve as the 
anthers are not produced above the pores to any extent. Nevertheless they are 
very scabrid at the top and often incurved, giving the appearance of having 
such a production. Moreover, the species does not fit into any other Section. 
It may be said to be related to E. cubica L. which is also found in this neigh- 
bourhood inter alia. It differs, however, from the latter in many important 
respects. Even allowing for the fact that E. cubica is very variable and common, 
even up to Natal, E. obconica cannot be regarded as a variant thereof and is, 
in the author’s opinion, worth specific rank. 


Erica granulatifolia H. A. Baker, sp. nov. (Ericaceae-Ericoideae) Melastemon. 

Fruticulus erectus, robustus ad circa 30 cm altus. Rami ascendens, tomen- 
tosi, pilis longitudinibus variantes. Folia 3—nata, circa 4 mm longa, lanceolata 
vel ovalis, dorsis late vel anguste apertis, late effusa vel squarrosa subterficialis 
granulatis, scabridisetosa setis caducis. Flores in ramulis terminales brevis, 
solitarii vel binati sed ad apices ramorum umbellati, floribus multis et aliquot 
axillares apparentur; pedunculi 2,5 mm longi, ut in ramis tomentosi; bracteae 
remotae, circa | mm longae, linearilanceolatae, ciliatae. Sepala 1-1,25 mm 
longa, late nervata, marginibus scariosis, apicibus sulcatocarinatis, concava, 
alba sed nervis discoloribus, glabra, setociliata setis caducis. Corolla 2,5-3 mm 
longa, obconica, sicca, glabra, roseola; lobi continui, 1,5 mm longi subacuti. 
Filamenta linearia, lata, aliquantum decressens; antherae inclusae sed mani- 
festae, circa 1 mm longae, laterales, oblongae, infra obtusae sed ad apicem 
decressens et super porum acutescens scabridae, muticae; poro fere pars dimidio 
lobi. Ovarium globosum, sulcatum, ad apicem villosum; stylo exserto, saepe 
curvo; stigmate cyathiformi. 
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Erect robust shrublet to 30 cm or so. Branches tomentose with hairs of 
varying length. Leaves 3—nate, about 4 mm long, lanceolate to ovate, narrowly 
to widely open-backed, spreading to squarrose, the under surface granulate, 
the margins scabrid-setose, the setae caducous. Flowers terminal on very short 
branchlets, solitary or binate but umbellate at the branch ends with many 
flowers, some apparently axillary, corolline; peduncles 2,5 mm long, tomentose 
as branches; bracts remote about | mm long, linear-lanceolate, ciliate. Sepals 
I-1,5 mm long, ovate, broadly nerved and with scarious margins, sulcate- 
keel-tipped, concave, glabrous, setose-ciliate, the setae caducous, white except 
for the discoloured nerves. Corolla 2,5-3 mm long, obconical, dry, glabrous, 
pale rose; lobes continuous, 1,5 mm long, subacute. Filaments linear, broadish 
below, tapering upwards; anthers manifest, about | mm long, oblong, obtuse 
below but narrowed at the apex into a rough scabrid point produced above 
the cells in varying degrees and often those of the two cells diverging, muticous; 
pore half as long as the cell. Ovary globose, villous on the apex; style exserted, 
often curved; stigma cyathiform. 


Type: CAPE—3321 (Ladismith): Mozambique Kop (-CC) on steep Southerly slopes at 
c. 1219 m 29/10/1967 Esterhuysen 31779 (Holotype, BOL). 


This taxon is fairly placed in the section Melastemon since it has, in varying 
degrees, most of the characters as described for that section. It comes nearest 
to E. nervata Gutherie & Bolus in the key for the section in Fl. Cap. 4:45 (1909), 
especially in having open-backed leaves and glabrous sepals but there are many 
other important differences that distinguish the two and, in the author’s opinion, 
merit E. granulatifolia the rank of species. 


Erica pustulata H. A. Baker, sp. nov. (Ericaceae-Ericoideae) Pleurocallis. 

Frutex erectus, validus, circa 0,6 m altus. Rami ascendens, glabri. Folia 
verticillata, 4-5 mm longa, incurvata, imbricata, linearia, sulcata, glabra. Flores 
pseudoaxillares, ramulis minimis abortivis, solitarii, versus apices ramorum 
fasciculati; pendunculi c. 5 mm longi, ad bases minute pubescentes; bracteae 
3, 4-5 mm longae, subapproximatae ad remotae, foliaceae. Sepala 4-5 mm longa, 
linearia sed ad basi anguste, brevi ovata, foliacea et similis pedunculis bracteisque 
viscida. Corolla 7 mm longa, ovoido-urceolata, ad fauce non contracta, 8-nervis, 
nervis quattuor prominens, pseudotetragona, prominens pustulata, glabra, 
viscidissima, lutea; lobis continuis, 1 mm longis, obtusis. Filamenta ligulata ; 
antherae inclusae, 1,25 mm longae, basi dorsifixae, late cuneatae, bipartitae, 
laevigatae, muticae, atrobrunneae. Ovarium late turbinatum vel late oblongum, 
dense albovillosum; stylo exserto, stigmate capitate. l 

Erect sturdy shrub to about 0,6 m high. Branches ascending, glabrous. 
Leaves 4-5 mm long, spirally whorled, erect-spreading, incurved, imbricata, 
linear, sulcate, glabrous. Flowers pseudo-axillary with very small aborted 
branchlets, solitary in short clusters at the ends of the branches; peduncles c.5 


208 Journal of South African Botany 


mm long, minutely pubescent at the lower ends, viscid; bracts 3, subapproximate 
to remote, 4-5 mm long, foliaceous. Sepals 4-5 mm long, linear with a short, 
narrow, ovate base, foliaceous and, like the peduncles and bracts, viscid, probably 
from the corolla. Corolla 7 mm long, ovoidurceolate, not contracted at the 
throat, 8-nerved of which 4 are very prominent, making the corolla appear 
tetragonous, the whole especially along the raised nerves, with prominent 
pustulate glands, glabrous, extremely viscid, yellow; lobes continuous, about | 
mm long, obtuse. Filaments ligulate; anthers included, 1,25 mm long, basically 
dorsifixed, broad cuneate, bipartite, smooth, muticous, dark brown; pore c. | 
mm long. Ovary broad turbinate to broad oblong, densely white-villous; style 
exserted; stigma capitate. 


Type: CAPE—3419 (Caledon) above the dams on Mossel River at Hermanus (-AC), at 
about 609 m, 11/10/1971 I. Williams 1552 (Holotype, BOL). 

This species is of great beauty, the flower being of a clear, bright yellow. 
Although, in the type locality, it is associated with E. longifolia Ait. and E. 
onosmaeflora Salisb. and bears some likeness to them, it is not, after careful 
study, consideted to be a variety of either or a hybrid. Most parts of the plant 
are smaller to a considerable degree than those of the /ongifoliae of the Section 
Pleurocallis and of the other sections of Syringodea and it must be considered 
to be an exception therein. There is no other place for it in the genus. Apart 
from the dimensions and the shape of the corolla, another feature, rare in the 
genus, is the pustulate corolla which, in this species, is extremely outstanding. 
Another plant that has this feature in a very modified manner is a variety of 
E. longifolia, var. viridis, collected by the author in the Elgin neighbourhood, 
but, in all other respects except colour, it is like the type variety. 

This species has not, apparently been collected hitherto and may be, like 
so many species in this genus, local. It is, however, abundant in the type locality. 


Erica uysii H. A. Baker, sp. nov. (Ericaceae-Ericoideae) Eurystoma. 

Frutex erectus, validus ad 2 m altus. Rami ascendens, ramulis multis, 
brevibus, tomentosi pilis inequalibus, aliquot ramosis, demum glabri. Folia 
3—nata, c. | mm longa erecto-effusa arte imbricata squarrescens, oblonga vel 
elliptica, obtusa, sulcata, crenata, crassa, nitida, glabra, seticiliata, pilis aliquot 
ramosis. Flores pro parte maxima 3—nata, interdum 4—nata, terminales sed, 
interdum, pseudo-laterales, cernui; pedunculi 3,50 mm longi, indumentum ut 
in ramis; bracteae, 2 subapproximatae, 1 remotae, sepaloideae sed angustatae. 
Sepala c. 2,50 mm longa ad corollae premens, ovata, concava, apicibus sulcatis, 
scariosa, glabra, breviter et dense seticiliata. Corolla 3-3,5 mm longa, depresso- 
globoso-urceolata, ad fauci angustatae, ad basi quadrifidae, aspectu tetragona, 
glabra, rosea; lobis minus quam 1 mm longis, leviter effusis, obtusis. Filamenta 
linearia sursum decressens et flexa; antherae minus quam 1 mm longae, mani- 
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festae vel exsertae, oblongae, obtusae bipartitae, scabrae, junctae basi ponticulo 
parvulo ex connectivo, terminalis, plus aristae subulatae, dentatac, libri, plus 
minusve quam longae quam cellulae. Ovarium turbinatum, dense hispidum: 
styleo exserto; stigmate simplici. 

A sturdy, erect shrub to about 2 m high. Branches ascending with numerous 
small branchlets, some abortive, tomentose, with hairs of unequal length, some 
of which are branched, becoming glabrous after the cortex has split and fallen 
off. Leaves 3—nate, about 1 mm long, erect-spreading and closely imbricate 
at first becoming squarrose, oblong or elliptic, obtuse, sulcate, crenate, thick 
and shining, glabrous, setose-ciliate with some hairs branched. Flowers mostly 
3—nate but occasionally 4—nate, terminal but sometimes appearing axillary 
from the abortion of the branchlets, cernuous, corolline; flowers rather bunched 
towards the end of the branches; peduncles 3, 5 mm long, indumentum as in 
branches, curved; bracts, 2 approximate, 1 remote like the sepals but smaller. 
Sepals 2, 5 mm long, pressed to the swollen corolla tube, ovate, concave, keel- 
tipped, scarious, glabrous, shortly and densely setose-ciliate. Corolla 3—3,5 
mm long, depressed-globose-urceolate, narrowed at the throat, 4-cleft giving 
a tetragonous appearance, dry, glabrous, rose-coloured but white under the 
sepals; lobes less than 1 mm long, slightly recurved, obtuse. Filaments, linear, 
narrowing above and flexuous; anthers manifest to exserted, less than | mm 
long, oblong, obtuse, bipartite, scabridulous, narrowed below and joined to- 
gether by a minute bridge of anther connective, to which the filament is attached, 
appendiculate; awns subulate, profusely dentate, free, more or less as long as 
the cells. Ovary turbinate, densely hispid; style exserted; stigma simple. 


Type: CAPE—3420 (Bredasdorp), (-AD) on Melkkamervlei farm in “Wasdam-se-kloof™ 
on the South side of limestone hills but only seen on North-facing slopes and confined there 


to a small area 1/10/1972 P. Uys 1 (Holotype, NBG, isotypes STE, PRE). Limestone hills S. 
of Kathoek on the same farm, Oct. 1940, N. S. Pillans 9492 (BOL). 

This species has only been collected twice and is probably local. It bears a 
superficial resemblance to E. floccosa in the section Eurystoma where it seems 
to be properly placed, but, on close inspection, there are apparently many 
important differences, e.g. the minute leaves, the shape of the corolla and the 
anthers, the hairy ovary and its apparent likeness or tolerance for limestone hills. 


Erica vogelpoelii H. A. Baker, sp. nov. (Ericaceae-Ericoideae) Lamprotis. 

Fruticulus erectus, gracilis, omnino, glaber. Folia 3—nata, 4 mm longa, 
leviter effusa, imbricata, linearia, subulata, vel anguste ovata, sulcata, mucro- 
nata, acuta. Flores terminales, in ramulis brevibus, pro parte maxima 3-nati, 
vel interdum fasciculati; pedunculi 5-6 mm longi; bracteae secundae, medianae, 
parvulae, subsepaloideae. Sepala 5 mm longa, effusa obovata, concava, ad 
apicibus atrocarinata, scariosa, minute setociliata. Corolla 8 mm longa, anguste 
ovideo-urceolata, sicca, atrorosea, valido textura; lobi 2 mm longi, late effusi, 


210 Journal of South African Botany 


late ovati, atrorosei sed subsepalis nivea, obtusi, colorati similis corollae sed 
post maturitatem discolorescens. Filamenta filiformia; antherae inclusae, minus 
quam | mm longae, suboblongae, laterales, scabridulae, aterae, cristatae; 
poro fere pars dimidio lobi; cristae ad cellulis conjunctae, comparate grandes, 
varie laceratae, pallidae. Ovarium suboblongum, decrescens, substipitatum; 
stylo incluso; stigmate capitato. 

An erect, slender, glabrous shrub to 45 cm or so. Leaves 3-nate, 4 mm long, 
slightly spreading, imbricate, linear-subulate to narrow ovate, sulcate, acute, 
mucronate. Flowers terminal on short branchlets, mostly 3-nate, but also in 
clusters of 6 flowers or so; peduncles 5-6 mm long; bracts two, median, very 
small and insignificant, subsepaloid. Sepals 5 mm long, spreading, obovate, 
concave, with black keel tips, coloured as corolla, scarious, minutely and 
sparsely setose-ciliate. Corolla c. 8 mm long, narrow-ovoid-urceolate, dry, strong 
in texture, deep rose-coloured but white under the lower part of the sepals; 
lobes 2 mm long, widely spreading, broad ovate, acute, concolourous with 
corolla at first but discoloured after maturity. Filaments filiform; anthers in- 
cluded, less than | mm long, obliquely oval, lateral, scabridulous, black, cristate, 
pore about 1/2 the cell; crests comparatively large and variously lacerate, fused 
to the lower part of the cell and only just protruding beyond the one side 
and the base, pallid. Ovary suboblong narrowing below and substipitate; 
style included; stigma capitate. 

Type: CAPE—3419 (Caledon), (-DB). Growing in dense masses on the Bredasdorp 
mountains at c.610 m near the F.M. tower above Napier. Flowering period from December 
and probably through to April. 27/12/72 L. Vogelpoel 101 (Holotype NBG, isotypes STE, 
PRE). Also 27/1/73 from a population in the near vicinity but flowers much less mature, 
L. Vogelpoel 102, 

This species was growing together with large populations of, inter alia, 
E. melanacme Guthrie & Bolus, E. pulchella Houtt, of many different shades 
of red and pink and also white, E. irbyana Andr., E. multumbellifera Berg. 
and E. longifolia Ait. This species is placed in the Section Lamprotis, where it 
clearly belongs, but is not very nearly related to any of those heretofore 
collected. The anther crests are very unusual if not unique. 


Erica kougabergensis H. A. Baker var. recurvifolia H. A. Baker, var. nov.; A 
forma typica ita differt. Folia erecto-effusa vel subsquarrosa, oblanceolata vel 
anguste obovata, coriacea, crassa et ad apices incrassata, margine scariosis et 
crenatis dentibus caducis. Sepala ovato-lanceolata, margine aliquantum in- 
flexis arte glandulosis, scariosa. Corolla cyathiformis; lobis continuis. Antherae 
a forma typica simulans sed interdum oblongae, obtusae, ad basibus bilobae, 
laevigatae, muticae; poro fere pars 2/3 lobi; Stigma peltato-capitellatum. 
As the type but with the following differences: Leaves erect, recurved to 
squarrose, oblanceolate to narrow-ovate, thick, particularly at the apex, margins 
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scarious and with crenate teeth bearing caducous apical glands; Sepals ovate- 
lanceolate, the margins somewhat inflexed especially towards the apex and beset 
with viscid glands, glabrous, scarious. Corolla cyathiform, sometimes appearing 
viscid from the glands on the sepals; lobes continuous. Anthers as the type but 
occasionally forms have been collected with anthers oblong, obtuse, bilobed 


at the base, smooth, muticous; pore 2/3 the length of the cell; Stigma peltate- 
capitellate. 


Type: CAPE—3324 (Steytlerville) rock slopes on the Great Winterhoek Mts., Cocks- 
comb (-DB) at c.1260 m, 2/2/1958, Esterhuysen 27491 (Holotype, BOL); 3/3/1957; Ester- 
huysen 27112; 30/11/1958; Esterhuysen 28017 (all in BOL); 17/9/50, E. A. Archibald 3489 
(BOL), and the muticous specimens cited: 3323 (Willowmore), Rocky places Kouga Mt. 
near the peak (-DB), c.945 m, 27/10/1949, Esterhuysen 16237 (BOL). 

Since this species was described a study of other undetermined material 
from the Section Pyronium has revealed collections that have been made in 
the Great Winterhoek Mts. on the Cockscomb feature that bear a close re- 
semblance in structure to this species with some variations, particularly in the 
shape and set of the leaves which give it a different appearance. It is considered 
that these are not sufficient, when the variability of species in this section is 
considered, to merit a new species but a new variety is indicated, as is described 
above. 
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